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Jo Anne Simon named Keynote Speaker at Pennsylvania State Diversity Summit

April 11, 2007

Attorney and local Democratic District Leader Jo Anne Simon, a national leader in the field of disability civil rights law, will be the luncheon keynote speaker at the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education’s first ever Diversity Summit.


“Disability has not been viewed within the traditional diversity circles as a legitimate component of diversity efforts, so in some ways I’m actually a controversial choice. Including people with disabilities in any institution’s diversity mission, however, adds a whole new dimension to its intellectual and interpersonal development value. This is a first and I am honored to be included,” said Ms. Simon.

The Summit, to be held April 19 2007 in Harrisburg, PA will bring senior administrators in higher education from each of the Pennsylvania State campuses together to address PASSHE’s mission to conceive and develop and implement initiatives that promote establish diversity as a cornerstone of excellence throughout the State’s university system.

Ms. Simon is an attorney specializing in testing accommodations who won the landmark case Bartlett v. NYS Board of Law Examiners in 2001. A former teacher of the deaf and sign language interpreter, Jo Anne Simon is the President-elect of the New York Branch of the International Dyslexia Association, and an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Fordham University School of Law.

“It’s important to include issues concerning people with disabilities in the dialogue about diversity and how it serves the educational and formative goals of an institution of higher education. By acknowledging that the historically underrepresented communities include people with disabilities, PASSHE has taken an extraordinary step and established itself is a pioneer in this field. I am proud to be a part of their efforts and look forward to working with them,” she concluded.
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